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a persecution of the priesthood and a revolt of the peasantry. Compared with these seven miserable and distracted years the Consulate of Napoleon shone out as an epoch of signal content and prosperity. The breach with the Church was healed by the Concordat, and Belgium at last began to enjoy some of the fruits of its incorporation in a well-governed, powerful, and enterprising state. But' as the continental war developed, the country began to experience the methods of a new barbarism comparable to the horrors which it had suffered at the hands ol*the revolutionary commissioners. The hunt for conscripts, pursued with activity all over Napoleon's dominions, was marked with peculiar activity and accompanied by exceptional rigours in a country unused to the tradition of arms and consequently swarming with deserters and refractories* At the same time the Emperor's quarrel with the Pope, reopening as it did the deep wound which had been temporarily closed by the Concordat, led to a recrudescence of bitter feeling among the ultramontane clergy of Belgium. Sixty of the professors and pupils of the Seminary of Ghent were committed to prison for refusing to submit to a schismatic bishop; of these sixty, forty-eight died in confinement. Meanwhile trade was. perishing under the restrictions of the continental blockade and the ceaseless requirements of the tax-collector. The most stable houses were forced into liquidations: and Antwerp, which in the imperial scheme was designed to be the great arsenal of the north, witnessed a shrinkage in its population variously estimated at twenty or twenty-five per cent* . Despite these oppressions and calamities it is probable that many Belgians would, upon the fall of Napoleon, have welcomed the rule of Louis XVIII as preferable to the government of Holland which was ultimately imposed upon them by the diplomacy of the Powers. Language, law, religion, trade advantages, all the principal constituents of Belgian civilization drew them towards France. Indeed, after the storm and stress of a hundred years the inscription of the Revolution and the Empire is still clearly legible on the face of Belgian society and government. The two outstanding facts in the modern economic condi-